
Government of Western Australia
Department of Regional Development and Lands

GASCOYNE:



FOREWORD

Gascoyne: a region in profile was e

prepared by the Department of Regional 
Development and Lands in conjunction
with the Gascoyne Development
Commission to provide a snapshot of 
the region’s economy.  

The rapid economic growth occurring 
in regional Western Australia is creating
increased demand for housing and 
services. The State Government
is acting to ensure the social and 
economic needs in the regions are
addressed as a priority. The Royalties 
for Regions Scheme is an important 
Government initiative that will allocate 
an estimated $896.8 million for regional
projects in 2010-11, including more than 
$42 million in the Gascoyne Region.

Situated on the Tropic of Capricorn, 
the Gascoyne Region has a mid sub-

tropic climate, clear warm waters and 
a pristine environment. Tourists are 
attracted by the unique seascape, which 
includes the Shark Bay World Heritage 
area and the Ningaloo Reef to the north 
of the region.  

Fishing is important to the region, both
recreational and commercial, with 
prawns the largest commercial catch. 
In addition, irrigation has enhanced 
the importance of agriculture with the 
successful production of a range of
vegetable and fruit crops. Livestock 
and meat production are also important 
and the export of salt and gems further 
diversify the economy.  

This publication is easy to read and This publication is easy to read and
 contains the latest information available

f on the economic development of
f the Gascoyne Region, at the time of
 printing. It is one of a series of nine

economic summary documents, each
covering a non-metropolitan region.

 As Minister for Regional Development,
I invite you to read n Gascoyne: a region

in profile t and trust you will find ite

interesting and informative.

Hon Brendon Grylls MLA H B d G ll M
Minister for Regional Development; 
LLLLLLLLLLLaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnddddsssss



REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  
COMMISSIONS

The State’ss Regional Development 
Commissionss were established by 
the Westerrn Australian Parliament 
following thee enactment of the Regional 
Developmennt Commissions Act 1993.

The role of each commission is to:
• maximise job creation and improve job creation and improve

career opportunities in the region
• develop and broaden the regional 

economy
• identify infrastructure services

to promote economic and social
development of the region

• provide information and advice to
promote business development
within the region

• seek to ensure that the standard of, 
and access to, government services
in the regions is comparable to the 
Perth metropolitan area

• generally takes steps to encourage, 
promote, facilitate and monitor
the economic development of the
region.

For the purposes of achieving those 
objects a commission is to:objects a commission is to:
• promote the region
• facilitate coordination between

relevant statutory bodies and state
government agencies

• cooperate with representatives of
industry and commerce, employer
and employee organisations,
education and training institutions
and other sections of the community 
within the region

• identify the opportunities for
investment in the region and
encourage that investment

• identify the infrastructure needs
of the region and encourage the
provision of that infrastructure in the 
region

• cooperate with departments 
and agencies of the state and
Commonwealth public service in
order to promote equitable delivery
of services within the region

• cooperate with local governments in
order to promote equitable delivery
of services within the region.
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OVERVIEW
The Gascoyne Region is located in the north-
west of Weestern Australia. It has more than 
600 kilomettres of Indian Ocean coast and 
extends inland east through the desert, beyond 
Mount Auguustus and the Burringurrah Aboriginal 
community (see map).

In addition, Carnarvon’s horticulture
industry is diversifying, supporting a broad
range of crops, which are set to increase
as the Gascoyne Food Bowl initiative
is further developed. Mining activity
consists of salt and gypsum production 
in the shires of Carnarvon and Shark Bay.
Exmouth is geographically well-placed 
to participate in Western Australia’s 
prosperous oil and gas industry, with
frequent new discoveries and thriving 
ventures operating offshore.

The introduction of Royalties for Regions
funding has opened up the region 
to investment opportunities. Local 
governments work closely with the 
Gascoyne Development Commission
and other key stakeholders to prioritise 
initiatives for the region. Partnerships
formed have resulted in the development 
and release of the Gascoyne Regional
Development Plan 2010–2020, shaping
the future growth of the region over the 
next 10 years.
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Value of Industry Activities

The region contains the shires of 
Carnarvon, Exmouth, Shark Bay and Upper
Gascoyne. It has a diverse, balanced
economy with its major industries being
tourism, fishing, retail, mining, horticulture 
and livestock. The Gross Regional Product 
of the Gascoyne was estimated at
$651 million or 0.4 per cent of Western
Australia’s Gross State Product in 2009-10.

The Gascoyne boasts a moderate and
tropical climate with 320 days of sunshine
per year. There are many attractions for
visitors including the Ningaloo Reef, Cape
Range National Park and the outstanding 
natural beauty of the Shark Bay World
Heritage area. The region is particularly 
strong in tourism with ongoing
developments strengthening the capacity
to address increasing visitor numbers.

Livestock grazing is the predominant land
use in the Gascoyne with leases spread 
throughout the region.

Source: Department of Regional 
Development and LandsDevelopment and Lands
Note: Industry activity is an
estimation of the gross value of
production of the key regional
industries.
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POPULATION
The estimated
resident     
population
of the Gascoyne 
in 2009 was
9865 persons, 
constituting 0.4 
per cent of the
total population
of Western
Australia.  The
Shire of Carnarvon is the 
most populated of the
four local government 
areas (LGAs) with 6166 
residents, almost two 
thirds of the region’s 
population.  The shires of 
Exmouth, Shark Bay and 
Upper Gascoyne haveUpper Gascoyne have 
2424 residents, 962 
residents and 313 residents 
respectively.

nIn the decade to June 2009, the population
t, of the Gascoyne declined by -0.1 per cent
s per year on average. Recent growth rates
nsuggest a more positive trend. Population

ntgrowth from 2008-2009 was 1.8 per cen
dand 0.2 per cent over the five-year period

from 2004.   

eIn 2006, it was estimated there were
e1635 Indigenous residents in the
sGascoyne, 17.2 per cent of the region’s
epopulation.  The Shire of Upper Gascoyne

ofhas the highest Indigenous proportion o
eany of the LGAs at 58.1 per cent of the

total population. 

gIn 2004, the Western Australian Planning
e Commission (WAPC) forecasts the
e Gascoyne’s population to increase
gsteadily reaching 11 500 by 2026.  Taking
hiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnntooooooooooo account the estimated birth and death
erattttttttttttteeeeeeeees and mmmigration, WAPC predicts the
atppppppppppppppoooooooooopulation ooof the region will stabilise a

around 11 30000.
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LABOUR FORCE
Labour forcee in the Gascoyne fluctuated 
over the pastt decade from 6717 persons 
in 1999-00 too 5535 persons in 2009-10. 
This includedd 5162 people in employment 
and 373 unemployed persons. 

The unemployment rate in the region was
6.7 per cent for the year 2009-10, higher 
than the state unemployment rate of 
4.9 per cent. The unemployment rate 
fluctuated across the decade, reaching 
a low of 3.6 per cent in 2006-07 before
increasing over the past three years.

Employment by industry data suggests
agriculture, fishing, retail trade and
public administration are the most
labour intensive, accounting for 13.6 per 
cent, 10.5 per cent and 10.1 per cent
respectively. Additionally, accommodation
and food services, health care, education 
and training collectively contribute an 
additional 25 per cent to employment.
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                                                                                           % of total workforce
2006 2001

Census Census
Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 13.6% 16.7%
Retail Trade 10.5% 13.0%
Public Administration and Safety 10.1% 8.3%
Accommodation and Food Services 9.8% 9.3%
Health Care and Social Assistance 8.2% 5.8%
Education and Training 7.7% 6.3%
Manufacturing 6.7% 3.5%
Construction 6.5% 5.7%
Transport, Postal and Warehousing 4.6% 5.2%
Mining 4.1% 4.2%
Administrative and Support Services 3.4% n/a
Inadequately described/Not stated 3.3% 3.4%
Other Services 2.5% 4.3%
Wholesale Trade 2.4% 5.0%
Professional, Scientific and Technical Services 1.8% n/a
Rental, Hiring and Real Estate Services 1.5% 4.7%
Electricity, Gas, Water and Waste Services 1.4% 0.9%
Arts and Recreation Services 0.8% 1.7%
Financial and Insurance Services 0.7% 0.7%
Information Media and Telecommunications 0.5% 1.2%

Labour Force

Source: ABS 2006 & 2001 Census of Population and
Housing; usual residence

Source: Department of Education,
Employment and Workplace
Relations with additional estimates
by the Department of Regional
Development and Lands
Note: Labour Force is based on an
average of the 4 quarters in each
financial year

Employment by Industry Breakdown
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MEAN TAXABLE INCOME 
The mean taxable income for the
Gascoyne   Region   was   $49 100   in 
2007-08, an increase from the average
income of $30 099 in 1997-98.
Over 10 years, this comprised

an average growth rate of 
5.0 per cent, per year. The Shire of
Exmouth had the highest mean taxable 
income at $51 176 in 2007-08.  

Mean Taxable Income

Source: ATO and the Department of Regional Development and Lands.
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The Western Australian economy was 
robust over the last decade with the 
international demand for the state’s 
commoditiess creating positive consumer 
confidence, which is reflected in retail 
turnover. 

Source: Based on ABS State Retail Turnover. Regional estimates by the
Department of Regional Development and Lands
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Estimated Retail Turnover 

Retail turnover for the Gascoyne Region 
in the financial year 1998-99 was
estimated at $64 million. This figure
steadily increased to reach $97 million
by 2008-09, an average annual growth 
rate of 4.2 per cent over the decade. 
Carnarvon is the major retail and services
hub for the region and boasts a number 
of major national retailers. A range of
retail outlets are also found in the towns
of Exmouth and Denham.  

RETAIL TURNOVER 

Businesses are supported by proactive
Chambers of Commerce in Carnarvon
and Denham. In 2010, three Carnarvon
businesses were finalists in the WA 
Regional Small Business Awards, with 
firms winning the Best Home Based 
Business Award and the Best Micro
Business Award.



TOURISM
The Gascoyne Region is well known 
for its marine and terrestrial natural
attractions, including the Ningaloo Marine 
Park, the Shark Bay World Heritage area, 
Mt Augustus, Kennedy Range, Francois
Peron and Cape Range National Parks.
Visitors to the region can snorkel the
coral reefs, enjoy recreational fishing, 
interact with wildlife, explore the National
Parks or follow the Gascoyne Food Trail.

The region also boasts two world-class
cultural attractions in the Shark Bay World
Heritage Discovery Centre in Denham
and Gwoonwardu Mia, the Gascoyne 
Aboriginal Heritage and Cultural Centre in
Carnarvon.

According to data released by Tourism
Western Australia, the total visitors to 
the Gascoyne Region were 239 100 in

9.2001, fluctuating to 231 200 in 2009
n Domestic visitors totalled 177 600 in
d2009, and international visitors totalled

of 53 600. In 2001, the total value o
stourism expenditure in the Gascoyne was
a $136 million. After fluctuating over a

of 10-year period, the total value o
n expenditure was $197 million in
o2009. Domestic expenditure refers to
nexpenditure made by Western Australian
h residents visiting their own state, which
dtotalled $161 million in 2009 compared
al with $36 million from internationa

visitors.

m Currently, there are a number of tourism
naaaaaaaaaaaacccccccccoooooooooooommodaation developments in
h prooooooooooooogress in ttthe Gascoyne Region, which

maaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrre anticipatted to strengthen the tourism
iindustry oveer the coming years.
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Food processing occurs in seven locations
in the region. Seafood processing is the
principal activity making an important
contribution to the state‘s export income. 
Other food manufacturing includes fruit 
and vegetable processing and packaging.
The Gascoyne is renowned for its

Source: ABS with additional estimates derived by the
Department of Regional Development and Lands

horticultural products, which includes 
mangoes, table grapes, bananas and a
wide variety of vegetables.

Additionally, primary, fabricated and other
metal products were manufactured at six
business locations. 

Manufacturring Locations 2006-07 Estimated Number 
of Locationsof Locations

Total manufacturing locations 28

Food, beverage and tobacco product mfg 7

Primary metal, fabricated metal and other metal product mfg 6

Transport equipment mfg 3

Textile, leather, clothing and footwear mfg 2

Printing (including the reproduction of recorded media) 2

Petroleum and coal product and basic chemical and chemical product mfg 2

Non-metallic mineral product mfg 2

Machinery and equipment mfg 2

Furniture and other mfg 2

Wood, pulp, paper and converted paper product mfg 0

Polymer product and rubber product mfg 0

MANUFACTURING
Manufacturinng activity in the Gascoyne 
makes an immportant contribution to the 
region’s ecoonomy. The Manufacturing 
Census of 2006-07 reported turnover 
at $27 millioon, spread over 28 business 
locations. TThe majority of business 
establishmennts are located in the Shire of 
Carnarvon.
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oSome pastoral properties diversified to
r produce table grapes, corn and othe
s crops. The Australian Bureau of Statistics
nreports that horticulture production
f accounts for 54 per cent of the value o
s the region’s agriculture.  In 2008-09, this
kamounted to $41.9 million. Livestock
adisposals account for 40 per cent with a
svalue of $31.2 million. Livestock products
t,comprise the remaining six per cent

valued at $4.5 million.

AGRICULTURE 
In 2008-09, the total value of agricultural
production for the Gascoyne was valued
at $77.7 million, accounting for 1.1 per
cent of the state’s total. There are an
estimated 202 agricultural establishments
in the region, covering a total of 10.7 
million hectares. 

The Gascoyne river delta is home to the 
Carnarvon horticulture district, which
supports a thriving diverse industry. Fruit
crops include bananas, table grapes, 
mangoes, melons, citrus, tomatoes,
stone fruit and avocado. Vegetable
crops include capsicums, beans, corn,
cucumber, zucchini and pumpkin. 
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Value of Agriculture 
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prices went higher, reaching a new total
of $11.8 million. Other high grossing
commodities in 2008-09 were grapes,
with 1649 tonnes valued at $11.1 million,
and capsicums with 4143 tonnes at $9.2 
million.
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Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics

Agriculture Commodities 2008-09
(Percentage Share)

The Departmment of Agriculture and Food 
Western Auustralia (DAFWA) estimates 
the Carnarvoon horticulture industry alone 
to be valued at $75.8 million for the 2009 
calendar yearr. This contrasts with the ABS 
value of $777.7 million for all agriculture 
production iin 2008-09 in the region. 
Although thee total value of agriculture 
in the Gascooyne fluctuated over the last 
10 years to 2008-09, the industry as a 
whole has shown resilience. During the 
drought of 2002-03, which ravaged crop 
production aacross Australia, Gascoyne 
production inncreased. 

DAFWA estimated that bananas were
among the highest grossing commodities
in Carnarvon. In 2007-08, bananas
reached 6369 tonnes valued at $11.7 
million. In 2008-09, banana production
was lower at 5383 tonnes but the unit



The 2008-09 mollusc catch was
3500 tonnes, valued at $13 million.
Primarily scallops, the mollusc industry
steadily increased since the historically 
low levels seen in 2001-02 and is now
the second largest fishing industry in
the region. The recovery is largely due 
to positive environmental conditions 
for recruitment and the introduction
of a catch threshold, which maintains
breeding stock during the key spawning
period.

FISHING
Commercial fishing is a very significant
industry in the Gascoyne Region and the
2008-09 live weight catch was valued at
$46 million. The Gascoyne is home to the
state’s largest prawn industry, valued at
$24 million. 
At its peak, the prawn catch in 1999-00
reached a value of $60 million. Although 
the prawn industry is still relatively strong,
value has declined in the last decade due
to increased operating costs and reduced 
prawn prices. 

sThe wetline fish catch for 2008-09 was
of 984 tonnes with an estimated value o
r,$5.0 million. Species include emperor
. cod and deeper water goldband snapper
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AQUACULTURE 
The Gascoyyne Region offers several 
opportunitiess for commercial aquaculture 
development. At present, aquaculture 
activity is primmarily based on pearl oysters.
However, piilot projects involving giant 
clams, freshhwater aquarium fish, edible 
oysters andd beta carotene production
were trialled with some success. 

The total cattch value of aquaculture for 
the Gascoynne Region was $9.3 million 
in 2008-09. TThe Department of Fisheries 
continues too support the development 
of aquarium fish production to capitalise 
on early success of growing ornamental cess of growing ornamental
fish using artesian water. One operator
has successfully cultured live coral with a
view to producing commercial quantities 
for the aquarium industry.
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2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09

Koi Carp        81.3         60.6         72.3         70.5

Ornamental Fish        63.9         88.2         71.1         62.4

Pearls (maxima)  2200.0    2200.0  11 300.0    9000.0

Other        96.0      263.1       460.8       194.4

Total 12 441.2 12 611.9 11 904.2 9327.3

Source: Department of Fisheries with further estimates by the
Department of Regional Development and Lands

Aquaculture

  Estimated Value ($’000)

GASCOY
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BUILDING APPROVALS
The value of building approvals for 
the Gascoyne increased over the 
past decade. Approvals for the year
2000-01 were valued at $10.7 million and
increased to $48.4 million by 2009-10, 
after falling from a peak of $76.2 million
in 2007-08.

The value of residential approvals 

increased from $6.2 million in
2000-01 to $33.1 million in 2009-10
reflecting increases in population, the 
increasing value of housing and housing
construction. The total number of 
residential dwelling approvals was 85
for 2009-10, an increase of 35 per cent
over the previous year. The indicative
average price per unit value for residential 
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h approvals was $181 000 in 2000-01, which
0 increased in nominal value to $389 000
yby 2009-10. The majority of the activity
h took place in the Shire of Exmouth, with
n 49 projects valued at $20.3 million. In
daddition, the Shire of Carnarvon approved
e 20 projects valued at $8.0 million and the
sShire of Shark Bay approved 15 projects

at $4.3 million.  

nThe value of non-residential construction
d fluctuates. Approvals were assessed
g at $15.3 million in 2009-10, after having
8.peaked at $56.6 million in 2007-08
alSubsequently, a number of substantia
dnnnnnnnnnnnnnonnnnnnnnnnnnn----residentttial projects were approved
e annnnnnnnnnnndddddddddddd are expected to commence

cccccccccccccooooooooooonstructionnn in the near future.

$
 m

il
li
o

n



GASCOYNE: a region in profile   13

0��

20��

40��

60��

80��

100��

120��

140��

160��

1999-00� 2000-01� 2001-02� 2002-03� 2003-04� 2004-05� 2005-06� 2006-07� 2007-08� 2008-09� 2009-10�

$
�m
il
li
o
n
s
�

Year�

important industry to the Gascoyne. 
In 2009-10, mineral production was valued at 
$142.3 million due to the demand for high 
quality indusstrial salt. Salt and gems, valued at 
$130.2 million, are the dominant mineral 
commoditiess and account for 91.5 per cent of 
the total valuue of mining in the region in 2009-10. 
The remaininng 8.5 per cent of production is from 
gypsum, lime sand and limestone quarrying with 

MINING AND MINERAL PROCESSING

Mining and Mineral Production

a value of $12.1 million in 2009-10. The
increase in the price of salt was the major
contributing factor to the growth in value
of total salt production in 2008-09 and
2009-10.

Salt extraction occurs at Lake MacLeod
and at Useless Loop (see cover map).
There are plans to expand operations at
Lake MacLeod from 764 hectares to 1000 
hectares by 2014. Western Australia’s salt 
is largely exported to Asian markets as
well as to the Middle East, North America
and Africa, where it is used extensively
in the chemical industry. When operating
at full capacity (currently 5.2Mtpa), salt

Source: Department of Mines and Petroleum with estimates by the Department of Regional Development and LandsSource: Department of Mines and Petroleum with estimates by the Department of ReS D f Mi d P l i h i b h D f R
Note: Figures exclude offshore petroleum

Salt�and�Gems�
91.5%�

Gypsum�and�
Limesand-Limestone�

8.5%�

Other�
0.01%�

Mining Commodities 2009-10
 (Percentage Share)

production in the Gascoyne accounts for
almost half of the state’s total production.

Substantial oil and gas production
occurs in the Exmouth sub-basin in
Commonwealth waters, offshore from
North West Cape. These developments
provide industry opportunities to
investors interested in servicing the
offshore petroleum industry. In addition, 
the Coburn heavy mineral sands deposit,
40 kilometres south of Hamelin Pool
is a future prospect, which will assist
in diversification of the region’s mining
sector.
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PROJECT INVESTMENT
Project investment is divided across three
stages: under consideration; committed;
and under construction. Under 
consideration is where the project idea
is being scoped for further development. 
Once the projects are approved and
funding secured, they are categorised
as committed and recognised as under
construction once building commences. 

The region is rich in investment potential 
across diverse industries, reflected by
the significant value of projects under
consideration. Project ideas become
reality when construction commences. 

In 2008-09 and 2009-10, a large amount
of project investment was for the mining 
sector keeping investment levels in a
vibrant state. 

nIn 2010-2011, investment of $150 million
m will result over a five-year period, from

r the State Government Royalties fo
. Regions Gascoyne Revitalisation fund
eThe Revitalisation initiative draws on the
nGascoyne Regional Development Plan
e 2010-2020, which was prepared by the
n Gascoyne Development Commission
oand the four local governments to
. outline major regional project priorities

dProjects currently being progressed
dunder the Plan include the Carnarvon and
eTantabiddi boat ramps, expansion to the
e Carnarvon and Exmouth hospitals and the
.rreeeeeeedddeeeeevveeellooopppppmmeeent of the Carnarvon fascine
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INDIGENOUS PARTICIPATION
Indigenous people presently make up 
approximatelly 17.2 per cent of Gascoyne’s 
population. TThe industries with the largest 
local Indigenoous participation are tourism, 
culture and aarts and the pastoral industry. 

Several initiatives were implemented 
in the Gasccoyne aimed at increasing 
Indigenous pparticipation in the region’s 
economy. Onne such development is the 
Gwoonwarduu Mia Gascoyne Aboriginal 
Heritage andd Cultural Centre. The centre 
is a draw ccard for locals and visitors 
to the regioon. It is working to provide 
opportunities for Aboriginal people to s for Aboriginal people to
access a range of social, cultural and 
economic development options. The
centre is also a focal point for Indigenous
history and culture in the region.

The centre employs Indigenous staff and
has a strong focus on training in tourism,
business administration, horticulture and
leadership development. Gwoonwardu
Mia houses fully-equipped conference
and meeting rooms, a café and a gift
outlet. The centre has also recently
attracted almost $1.0 million to develop
and install a permanent Indigenous
interpretive exhibition. In addition, a 3D
interactive exhibition will be opened in
2011.

Another Indigenous tourism initiative 
is the Baiyungu Track project that is
being driven by the Baiyungu Aboriginal 
Corporation. When fully realised the
project will result in an experiential trail
with participants able to walk, cycle, 
hike and kayak along approximately 
300 kilometres of pristine Gascoyne
coastline. Sites of cultural significance 
and interest will be highlighted along the 
track.

Arts in the region are set to blossom as 
a result of a partnership between the 
Gascoyne Development Commission 
and Country Arts WA (CAWA). Theand Country Arts WA (CAWA) The
Focus Region Initiative 2010-2013
aims to develop the region’s capacity
and resources for arts and culture
and will lead to increased Indigenous 
art development. Indigenous youth
in the remote Burringurrah Aboriginal 
community also has the opportunity to
be involved in arts. The community is
hosting the CAWA ’Out There Regional
Youth Arts Leadership Program’ 
2010-2013. The program is designed to
increase the involvement of youth in the 
arts and build their sense of place and
identity.

Other strategies undertaken to improve 
local Indigenous participation include 
the Shire of Carnarvon Youth Plan and 
the Shire of Carnarvon Reconciliation
Plan. Both projects focus on developing 
positive relations and opportunities for 
participation between Indigenous people,
the local government and the broader 
community.
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SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE
localities. Exmouth and Carnarvon each
have good facilities, with a marina and a
small boat harbour respectively.

Communications are available in most
towns and communities have access
to landline telephones, mobile phone 
services, internet, broadcast radio 
and television services. There are
three Community Resource Centres
located in the Gascoyne forming a
telecommunications network for the
benefit of regional communities.

The region’s schools are dynamic and
family focused.  There are government
primary school facilities in the larger towns
and localities, while Carnarvon School of
the Air delivers primary education services
to more remote areas. Private schools in
Carnarvon offer kindergarten to Year 10.Carnarvon offer kindergarten to Year 10

r Schools in all communities provide yea
s8-12, although in some schools, this is
ddelivered via the School of Isolated and

ofDistance Education.  Durack Institute o
n Technology has campuses in Carnarvon

ofand Exmouth and offers a variety o
dacademic and vocational courses on and

off campus.

al Health services include a regional hospita
h,in Carnarvon, offering community health
dmental health and community-based
al aged care services and a district hospita
a in Exmouth. There are also remote area
d nursing posts as well as services provided
rby the Royal Flying Doctor Service, Silve
yChain Nursing Association, Disability
hServices Commission, Aboriginal Health
hServices and aged care providers. Both
hprivate and public GP and allied health

ssssssssssssservvvvvvvvvvvvvvices are available in major towns.
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The Gascoyne Region has well-
developed infrastructure. All towns 
generate their own electricity using either
gas or diesel (or both).  Horizon Power
is the supply authority for the region 
and has announced plans to construct
a substantial new power station in 
Carnarvon. The Water Corporation
operates and maintains water supplies to 
all towns in the Gascoyne.  Communities
use groundwater for domestic, 
commercial and horticultural purposes.

The Gascoyne benefits from a range
of transport facilities. The main arteries
are supported by a network of local
government gravel roads. There are
regular air services to the region and an 
international capacity airport at Exmouth.
Light aircraft strips are situated nearg p
towns, communities and mines. Harbour 
infrastructure varies from privately 
owned and operated facilities for bulk 
carriers, to basic boat ramps in smaller 



INVEST IN THE GASCOYNE REGION

TOURISM
The Gascoyne Region is a top tourist 
destination in the state, boasting
unspoiled coastlines, a supreme
marine environment and spectacular 
outback landscapes. The Shark Bay 
World Heritage Area and the world
famous Ningaloo Reef are located in the 
Gascoyne as is Mt Augustus, the largest 
monolith in the world.

Development opportunities exist 
throughout the region with each of the 
major towns attracting more visitors in 
peak season than they can accommodate, 
across all levels of expenditure. While
the recent opening of a four-star resort in 
Exmouth is attracting a higher spending 
clientele, this sector still remains
underserviced.

Medium to long term opportunities for
the tourism industry include:
• development of ssssssmmmaaallllll tttooouuuuuuurist service 

activities, such as ssssssssssssuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrfifififififififififififififififififinnnnnnnnnnnggggg lessons, 

kayak hire, snorkelling tours, heritage 
walks etc

• eco-style and resort accommodation
development across the region
including at Mt Augustus

• fishing charters
• Aboriginal tours and cultural 

experiences
• pastoral stations stay accommodation

and work experience.

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES
Primary industries in the Gascoyne 
include horticulture, pastoralism,
fishing and aquaculture. In regards to 
horticulture, the tropical climate, fertile 
soil and underground water sources 
make Carnarvon an ideal location for 
horticulture development. Pastoralism 
has undergone major change since the
1990s and is now diversified to meat1990s and is now diversified to mea
production and some horticulture. 

st The pristine waters of the Gascoyne coas
nt provide the perfect marine environmen
dfor successful commercial fishing an

aquaculture. 

Future prospects include:
• release of undeveloped land and 

additional water sources 
• prawn and barramundi farming 
• rtexpansion of citrus industry for expor
• expansion of table grape and mango 

production
• production of asparagus

• increased marketing of 
products

•• value adding such as 
with ready-to-cook and 
convenience packaging.
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MINING, OIL AND GAS
Salt producttion represents the main 
mining activity in the Gascoyne. The 
region has two significant salt mining 
operations att Useless Loop in Shark Bay 
and at Lake MMacLeod (see map).

There is cuurrently over $100 billion 
worth of projects either committed 
or under consideration over the next 
few years. TThis creates opportunities 
for large scaale investors in the mining 
industry. Businesses can capitalise bysinesses can capitalise by
servicing major projects both locally and
in the surrounding Mid-West and Pilbara 
regions.

Servicing the oil and gas industry 
near Exmouth is also a significant
development opportunity for Gascoyne 
businesses.

Medium to long term investment
opportunities include:
• servicing of oil and gas industry
• development of affordable residential

accommodation for workers 
• development of a deep water port 

north of Carnarvon 
• development of short stay 

hotel/motel accommodation for
transport industry

• second and third tier construction
businesses 

• heavy machinery leasing
• support services for mine sites such

as catering, cleaning services etc
• limestone production
• gemstone production
• further petroleum exploration.

RENEWABLE  
ENERGY
Renewable ennnnneeeeerrrrrgggggyyyyyyyyyyy 
is fundamental for a 
sustainable economy 
in the Gascoyne. 
There are already a nummmmmmmmmbbbbeeeerrrr oooofff wind 
farms along the coast at Exmouth, Coral 
Bay and Denham and solar power is vital 
to the region’s salt industry. Additionally, 
geothermal acreage has been released 
and is being explored. and is being explored

Future renewable energy opportunities
in the Gascoyne include:
• additional wind farm development
• development of solar power 

generation using photo voltaic or 
solar concentrators

• geothermal energy exploration
• additional wind-turbine capacity.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For more details regarding these
industries please contact the Gascoyne 
Development Commission or visit the 
following websites:

Gascoyne Development Commission:
(see back cover)

Tourism Western Australia: 
www.tourism.wa.gov.au

Department of Agriculture and Food: 
www.agric.wa.gov.au

Department of State Development: 
www.dsd.wa.gov.au

Department of Mines and Petroleum: 
www.dmp.wa.gov.au

Office of Energy: 
www.clean.energy.wa.gov.au

GASCOYNE: a region in profile   18



CARNARVON OFFICE

15 Stuart Street
PO Box 781
CARNARVON  WWA 6701

Telephone: (08) 9941 7000
Fax: (08) 9941 22576

EXMOUTH OFFFICE

Maidstone Cresscent
PO Box 266
EXMOUTH  WA 6707

Telephone: (08) 9949 2090
Fax: (08) 9949 1618

CONTACT US

GASCOYNE

DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

All photos – Courtesy of Gascoyne Development Commission

Disclaimer:
This publication was prepared by the Department of Regional Development and Lands (RDL) in conjunction with 
the Gascoyne Development Commission.  While the information contained in this publication is provided in good 
faith and believed to be accurate at the time of publication, appropriate professional advice should be obtained in 
relation to any information in this publication.  The State and the Gascoyne Development Commission shall in no 
way be liable for any loss sustained or incurred by anyone relying on the information. While every effort has been 
made to vet the contents of this report, it may contain references to, or images of, people who are now deceased.
RDL regrets any offence this may cause. Publication printed February 2011.

All correspondence should
be directed to:

Chief Executive Officer
GASCOYNE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
PO Box 781 
CARNARVON  WA 6701

Email: info@gdc.wa.gov.au
Website: www.gdc.wa.gov.au

DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND LANDS
Level 10 Dumas House
2 Havelock St
WEST PERTH  WA 6005
Postal Address:
PO Box 1143
WEST PERTH  WA 6872

Telephone: (08) 9217 1400
Fax:   (08) 9226 4050
Email: info@rdl.wa.gov.au

2nd floor Landgate Building
1 Midland Square
MIDLAND  WA 6056
Postal Address:
PO Box 1575
MIDLAND  WA 6936

Telephone: (08) 9347 5000
Fax: (08) 9347 5017
Email: stateland@lands.rdl.wa.gov.au

Free call: 1800 620 511 (Country only)
Website: www.rdl.wa.gov.au


